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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's preliminary amendment filed 3/10/05. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kamper 
(6,357,978). 

Regarding claim 1, Kamper discloses a load indicator on traction elements . 
comprising a device 1 for indicating tension in tension means (See Col. 1, lines 5-14 
and Col. 2, lines 61 - 63) that is placed around a rigid web (pin) 5 which forms a 
connection between strap 3 and the tension means and is surrounded in a streamlined 
shape by the formed loop of the strap (See Col. 3, lines 5-12) that allows for a 
recoverable deformation of a spring 18 under tension that allows for a scale 19 on which 
the tension can be read that is composed of a combination of movable, spring-like, or 
rigid components of a loose or fixed combination of at least two components (See Col. 3, 
lines 51-62 and Col. 3, lines 26-31) characterized in that the spring 18 is combined 
with a formed piece 16, 17 in a positively engaging manner such that the tension of the 
tension means deforms the spring up to the end position determined by the formed piece 
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within a lower range, and such that the tension does not further deform the spring in a 
second upper range of the tension since the spring contacts a formed piece in its closed 
position with the result that there is no overtension, and thus no change in the spring 
constant of the spring and in a predetermined indication range (See Col. 3, lines 18-21, 
See Figs. 2A, 2B). 

Regarding claim 2, a combination of the spring 18 and the formed piece 16, 17 is 
a device in which the individual parts can be both loose as well as, preferably, rigidly 
anchored (See Figs. 2A, 2B). 

Regarding claim 3, the formed piece has two legs 16, 17 and is deformable in a 
pressure-dependent manner until reaching the positive-engaging end position that the 
formed piece follows the movement of the spring and that based on the changing position 
of the two legs the respective pretensioning force is readable by means of a dimensional 
indicator (See Col. 1, lines 61-66 and Col. 2, lines 14-21). 

Regarding claim 4, the formed piece 16, 17 is designed to be dimensionally stable 
independently of the pressure (See Col. 3, lines 13 - 21). 

Regarding claim 5, the spring 18 and the formed piece 16, 17 are fabricated out of 
different materials including steel and plastic (See Col. 3, lines 43 - 45). 

Regarding claim 6, the spring 18 encloses the formed piece 16, 17 so as to bring 
about a rigid anchoring between the two components (See Figs. 2A, 2B). 

Regarding claim 7, the formed piece 16, 17 includes dimensional indicators 1 of 
which are directly engraved or can be mounted on the formed piece as separate 
components (See Col. 1, lines 5 — 1 1). 
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Regarding claim 8, the formed piece 16, 17 has mounted on it a movable 
component 6,7 which is displaced along a track by the motion of the spring 1 8 so as to 
produce an expanded indication range (See Col. 3, lines 17-21). 

Regarding claim 9, the device is usable in tension means 2, 4 including ratchets 
and shackles (See Col. 1, lines 13-14). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kamper (5,295,664) discloses a motor driven tensioning and winding device for 
lashing straps including an integrated control of the lashing tension. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Octavia Davis whose telephone number is 571-272-2176. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon through Thurs from 9 to 5. The examiner 
can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz, can be reached on 5710272-2180. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 
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